

 WALTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of Walton Parish Council held on Monday 11th March 2013 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.

Present: 
John Evans, Alan T Armstrong, Robert Ridley, Jonathan Fowler, Simon Wood and Tom Brocklebank.  
In Attendance:
County Councillor Lawrence Fisher, City Councillor Syd Bowman, Brian Hogg, Fraser Winter, Tom Winter and Ian Bullough.  
Apologies:
Alan F Armstrong and Gordon Kyle
	
	
	Action

	504/13
	Minutes Of Meeting Held Monday 14th January 2013 

Resolved to authorise the Chairman to sign as a correct record.  


	

	505/13
	Requests for Dispensations
No requests had been received.
	

	
	
	

	506/13
	Declarations of Interest

Cllr. Ridley declared an interest in item 530/13.
	

	
	
	

	507/13
	Reports From City/County Councillors
Thanks were expressed to County Councillor Fisher on behalf of the Parish Council for all of his efforts over the years.  He was wished well for the future.  Councillor Fisher reported that the Highways service had been moved back in-house so hopefully the service delivery will improve.
City Councillor Bowman reported on the current administrations tendency to spend the majority of money available within a 1m radius in Carlisle City centre.
	

	
	
	

	508/13
	Public Participation
No comments were raised from attending members of the public.
	

	
	
	

	509/13
	Standing Orders
Resolved that the updated and previously circulated standing orders be adopted with immediate effect.
	

	
	
	

	510/13
	SPAA Activity Days
Cllr. Brocklebank gave a verbal presentation to the Council outlining the proposal to provide up to three activity days during the summer holidays for children aged 5 – 12 in the Village Hall.  Each day would be at a cost of £400 (plus hall hire) to the Parish Council with funding potentially being available from the Neighbourhood Forum.  Revenue raised by the attending children, estimated at 30 per day at a cost of approximately £5 per day, would be returned to the PC.  
	

	
	County Clllr. Fisher expressed concerns over the number of Councils applying to the Forum for grants independently.  He suggested a more co-operative approach with a single grant application would be better received.  He also suggested that the likely number of attendees would need to be known before any such application is submitted.

Resolved that the scheme be supported in principal and dependent upon grant funding.  Also resolved that the potential children be surveyed to find out likely attendance and neighbouring parishes be consulted to consider a joint application.  

	TB

	511/13
	Clerks Employment 
It was noted that the Clerk had begun additional employment with Hethersgill Parish Council (in addition to existing employment with Scaleby Parish Council and William Howard School).
	

	
	
	

	512/13
	Cumbria In Bloom
Resolved that the potential application to enter the scheme be deferred until next year to give any potential volunteers additional time to prepare.
	

	
	
	

	513/13
	Tidiness in the Village 
Resolved that no action be taken over concerns over the tidiness and appearance over areas in the village (field on periphery of village and the former Centurion Inn car park) at the present time.
	

	
	
	

	514/13
	Kingbarn Camping Barn
Councillors were reminded that although the Parish Council had no objection to a camping barn at the property, the allowing of customer vehicles accessing the Barn by driving over the village green could not be permitted.  No conditions had been placed on the Barn by the City Council despite the Parish Council’s request.  The Chair stated that he had written to the owners but had not received a response.  

Resolved that the Chair write to the owners again to request a meeting so that the issue can be resolved amicably and an agreement reached over the prevention of customers driving over the Green. 
	JE

	
	
	

	515/13
	Drainage on the Village Green

Concerns were expressed regarding the drainage issues on the Village Green in between Hollygarth and Friars Garth.  The exceptionally wet previous two years was acknowledged and hopes were raised that a dry summer may alleviate the problem.  A discussion was held regarding ownership over the drains in the area and the previous dispute between ownership between the Parish Council and United Utilities.    
Resolved that no drainage action be taken at the present time but that the situation be monitored and reviewed in September 2013.
	

	
	
	

	516/13
	Recycling Area Noise

A complaint had been received from Mrs Nicola Ridley of Rose House regarding the noise from the recycling bins.  A discussion was held over whether the bins could be relocated – potential suggestions included the County Council land at Woodleigh, the car park of the former Centurion Inn and in the new development of properties adjacent to White House.  It was agreed that options to limit the noise from the glass bin in particular may help alleviate the problem for the complainant.

Resolved that alternative locations be investigated and a report provided to the next meeting.  Cumbria Waste Management are also to be contacted for advice on noise limitation.

The complainant to be written to, to feedback the outcome from the meeting. 
	RR

JE

	
	
	

	517/13
	Parking on the Village Green (Parishioner Complaint) 
Also included in the above complaint (516/13) was a further grievance about vehicles parking on the Village Green beside the Reading Room and opposite Rose House.  Cllr. Ridley requested that signage be placed on both sides of the grass to prohibit parking on the Green.  A discussion followed regarding the potential pitfalls of cars parking entirely on the road instead of partially pulling onto the grass however Cllr. Ridley was insistent that his property was suffering due to the lack of prohibition of parking near to his home.  Queries were raised as to what the rest of the parish would want for the area and options considered included a “no parking on the Green” sandwich board to be used by the tea room when open.
The Clerk advised that Cllr. Ridley was not acting in parish interests and was instead acting for personal gain.  Cllr. Ridley was advised to declare an interest and refrain from taking further part in the discussion.

Resolved that prices for various signage options are to be obtained before the next meeting when the matter will be considered in full again.  It was also agreed that the parking situation on 17th March during the Reading Room Grand Opening be assessed as to the impact on the Green and Rose House.
The complainant to be written to, to feedback the outcome from the meeting.
	CLERK

JF

JE

	
	
	

	518/13
	Parking at the Village Hall (Village Hall Complaint)
A letter of complaint had been received from the Village Hall Management Committee as they had been notified that a parishioner(s) had been placing unauthorised “no parking” tickets on vehicles visiting the tea room.  
Resolved that the Parish Council reply acknowledging the complaint but that no further action could be taken due to the lack of knowledge as to which parishioner(s) had carried out the action.  If possible a copy of one of the tickets is to be obtained.

The complainant to be written to, to feedback the outcome from the meeting.
	CLERK
JE

	
	
	

	519/13
	Tree Management Plan
	

	
	A draft plan had been circulated to Councillors.  Minor amendments were to be made, including naming the missing tree species, changing the name Rose Cottage to Rose House in the tree listing and removing reference to the named tree consultancy business.  It was confirmed that the next full safety assessment of the lime trees would be necessary in September 2014 unless high winds were experienced in which case all large trees would be to inspect.
Resolved to adopt the plan in full after the above mentioned amendments have been completed.

	JE

	520/13
	Transport Consultation

A draft response had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting for comments.
Resolved that comments made in the Annual Parish Meeting regarding bus travel to Brampton (as opposed to direct to Carlisle) being a priority at more frequent times be included in the response.
	CLERK

	
	
	

	521/13
	Draft Cumbria Minerals and Waste Local Plan Consultation

Resolved that no observations be made for this consultation.
	

	
	
	

	522/13
	Carlisle Parish Councils Association Meeting – Locality Working

It was reported that a meeting was to be held on Tuesday 19th March at Hethersgil Parish Hall to discuss a number of items.  These were briefly touched upon but a lengthy discussion was held regarding the proposal to introduce locality working in the district.  Although the advantages were agreed there were concerns about forced membership and the potential for smaller parishes to lose identity under the proposals.
Resolved that a statement be prepared for the meeting due to the lack of available Councillors to attend.  The statement is to highlight the potential support if membership remains optional and no disadvantages would be incurred if the scheme was not joined.
	JE

	
	
	

	523/13
	A69 De-Trunking and A689 Trunking Feedback

The Clerk gave a verbal report regarding a meeting she had attended to discuss the above.  As the de-trunking is unlikely to happen within the next 27 years it was recommended that Walton Parish Council do not take any part in the planned further discussions.
	

	
	
	

	524/13
	Village Hall

It was reported that the Grand Opening of the Reading Room was to take place on Sunday 17th March from 2pm to 4pm.  It was noted that the tea room was due to open on 23rd March.
	

	
	
	

	525/13
	Save Our Pub

There was no progress to report.
	

	
	
	

	526/13
	Broadband
There was no progress to report.
	

	
	
	

	527/13
	Social Committee
	

	
	It was noted that the Parish Council had no formal representative on this committee at present but will appoint a new Councillor in May.  It was also noted that a car treasure hunt would take place on 20th April and a “Do on the Green” would take place on 6th July.  Permission to use the Green was granted for this.
	

	
	
	

	528/13
	Community Led Plan Group
It was noted that a second survey had been distributed and collected and the final report is being prepared.  This will distributed in due course.
	

	
	
	

	529/13
	12/0847 L/A rear of 1 & 2 Whitehouse, Walton, Brampton, CA8 2DJ - Residential Development (Outline Application)
It was noted that permission had been granted.
	

	
	
	

	530/13
	13/0128 The Reading Room, Walton Village Hall, Walton, Brampton, CA8 2DJ – Change of use of Reading Room to Tea Room/Village Hall
Cllr. Ridley took no part in the discussion of this item.
It was noted that the planning department had advised the Village Hall Management Committee that the permission was not required at the present time and a trial opening of the room as a tea room/village hall could be had first however the Committee had determined it was better to progress the permission at this time.

Resolved that the application be supported by the Parish Council.
	

	
	
	

	531/13
	Accounts to end February 2013
The accounting statement had been previously circulated and it was noted that the Council were likely to break-even due to a lot of carry forward budgets for the forthcoming financial year.  It was also noted that changes to the format of the report were to be made to ensure it is clear to all Councillors. 
	

	
	
	

	532/13
	Accountable Body
It was noted that the Parish Council had acted in their role as Custodian Trustee to submit the planning application (min. 530/13 refers).  
Resolved that payment be made to reimburse the Village Hall Committee Chairman for the application fees of £192.50.  Reimbursement by the Committee will be made in due course.
	

	
	
	

	533/13
	Accounts Payable
The following receipts were noted:
· £15.48 Walton Village Hall (Newsletter advertising and flyer printing)

· £20.63 Walton Village Hall Social Committee (Newsletter advertising)
· £727.52 HMRC (VAT) 
Resolved: to authorise the following expenditure:
· £136.72 Sarah Kyle March 2013 (salary) 

· £136.72 Sarah Kyle April 2013 (salary for next financial years accounts)

· £55.00 Sarah Kyle (Reimbursements for newsletter printing)

· TBC £54 Digley Associates (Play Area Inspection)
· £120 Forster and Brown (Repair to Bollard)
	

	
	
	

	534/13
	Council Matters and Agenda Items for Future Meetings 
· Planning for your community’s future in Cumbria
	

	
	
	

	535/13
	Correspondence
The following were noted:

· Warm Homes Service
· Brampton and Beyond Community Trust Invitation – Cllr. Fisher is to report to the Clerk from the meeting
· CALC Circular Feb and March 2013

· Legal Modification Order 2000 – 20009

· ACT Gazette
	

	
	
	

	536/13
	Date Of Next Meeting
The Annual Meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Monday 13th May 2013 at 7.30pm.  
	


The meeting closed at 9.17pm.
Signed:………………………

Date:………………………..


