WALTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of Walton Parish Council held on Monday 11th January 2016 in Walton Village Hall.

Present: 
Cllrs J Fowler (Chairman), T Brocklebank, B Hogg, S Wood, T Mark, A Armstrong and T Mounsey.
Apologies:
Cllr F Winter.

In Attendance: 
City Cllr S Bowman, County Cllr J Mallinson and four members of the public.
	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	841/16

	Minutes Of Meeting Held Monday 9 November 2015 

Resolved that the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting be agreed and signed as a true record
	

	842/16
	Requests for Dispensations
No requests for dispensations were received.  
	

	
	
	

	843/16
	Declarations of Interest

No declarations were made.  
	

	
	
	

	844/16

845/16

	Public Participation
City Cllr Bowman reported that the Civic Centre had reopened following the flooding in December and praised City Council staff for their response and efforts.  
Mr I Bullough raised concerns regarding dog fouling on the Village Green as well as a problem with mole hills.  Cllr Armstrong volunteered to personally sort out the mole issue.
Mr T Winter queried progress on the railings adjacent to the Church and queried why that area of Green was fenced when the rest wasn’t.  The Chairman informed him the matter was to be discussed as an agenda item.
Administrative and Governance Matters

845.1/16 Clerks Report
The following points were noted by the Council:
Play Area – The replacement safety matting is still to be laid by Colvilles – Cllr Mark will follow this up.  The compilation of a checklist for play area inspections has been completed and will be used with immediate effect.    The annual inspection programme has been booked with a view to starting the 4 inspections per year in April.

Cllr Training – The Clerk has made contact with the Burtholme Parish Council Clerk and awaits a response regarding joint training.

Pension – Cumbria Payroll Services have been engaged to carry out all necessary legal compliances with regards to the Clerks pension.

Police Budget Cut Letter – Following the previous meeting the Clerk researched the matter further prior to sending a letter of objection.  By this time the proposed cuts had been abolished so no letter was sent.

Friends of the Lake District Village Green Survey – the Clerk has completed a survey on behalf of the Parish Council regarding management issues and legal problems.

845.2/16 Defibrillator Signage
This item was deferred until the March meeting to allow for Cllr Winter to provide the prices.
845.3/16 Cumbria County Council Budget Consultation
Discussion was held regarding likely changes to Council tax and the impact upon rural areas following likely budgetary cuts in other areas.

Resolved: No response to be submitted to the above.
845.4/16 Audit
Resolved: That the Parish Council will remain opted into new audit arrangements.
845.5/16 Planning Charter
Proposed amendments had been circulated alongside the agenda.

Resolved: No comments to be made.

	TM
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	846/16
	Village Green and Common Land

846.1/16 Land Adjacent to the Grove
Noted that an inspector is to conduct a site visit to determine if the land can be allocated to the ownership of the Parish Council.  This will incur an additional cost of £40 which was resolved to be paid.
846.2/16 Cattle Straying into the Village
Confirmation will be sought that the Parish Council insurance for the village green covers for any injury received whilst on the Green due to damage from livestock.  Enquires will also be made into the possibility and cost of a cattle grid to be placed on the Moss to stop the cattle roaming down to the village.  

846.3/16 Commemorative Tree
Consideration was given to whether to plant a replacement tree/ornamental shrub in memory of Mr H Farrer or whether to move the existing plaque to an alternative location.

Resolved: Cllrs Hogg and Mark to investigate whether the existing plaque can be relocated to a bench and action if possible.  
846.4/16 Railings at Church

Cllr Armstrong reported that the welding repairs works are almost complete.  It was confirmed that a previous meeting had resolved to repair the railings and a discussion as to their purpose and as to why they are in place in that area and not in other areas of the Green were not conducive.  
Resolved: To consider the painting (using volunteers) of the railings at the March meeting.
	

	
	
	

	847/16
	Outside Bodies

Verbal reports from representatives of the following bodies were noted:

Walton Village Hall Management Committee: Thanks were noted to Anne Findlay for her help at a recent successful domino drive.  A calendar of upcoming events was noted and will be displayed on the notice boards, newsletter and Parish Facebook page.  Suggestions for social events are welcomed by the Committee.
Save Our Pub:  No update was available.
Hadrian’s Wall Walks Group: No update was available although it was noted that the improved signage at The Beeches corner was in hand.
Broadband: Cllr Brocklebank reported that the cabinet had now gone live and members of the public were encouraged to shop around providers for deals.  Cllr Brocklebank was to try and organise and information event – the date to be publicised in due course.
	

	
	
	

	848/16
	Financial Matters

848.1/16 Accounts to end December 2015

A summary of income and expenditure from 1st April to 31st December had been circulated alongside the agenda and was noted.  Cllr Wood signed the reconciliation following the close of the meeting.
848.2/16 Expenditure
Resolved to authorise two councillors to sign the payment schedule authorised direct internet payments totalling £907.63.  The balance at bank at 31st December 2015 was £9,110.34 with £1,246.98 being ring-fenced play area funds.  
848.3/16 Donation Request
Resolved to donate £100 to the Great North Air Ambulance.  
	

	
	
	

	849/16

	Planning Matters
The following planning decisions were noted:
15/0926 Overdale, Walton, Brampton, CA8 2DH - Erection Of 1no. Dwelling – permission granted.

15/0933 L/A rear of 1 & 2 Whitehouse, Walton, Brampton, CA8 2DJ  - Erection Of 1no. Bungalow & Garage (Plot 3) - permission granted.
	

	
	
	

	850/16
	Councillor Matters and Agenda Items for Future Meetings

Lime trees – noted that a crown uplift would be soon required.  Cllr Brocklebank is to take charge of the necessary risk assessment before any works are completed. 
	

	
	
	

	851/16
	Correspondence

A schedule of correspondence, notices and publications received since the last meeting was noted.  
	

	
	
	

	852/16
	Date of Next Meeting
Resolved that the next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday 14th March 2016 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall, Walton.   Cllr Mounsey sent apologies in advance due to work commitments. 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 20.30.
	


Signed (Chairman):………………………

14th March 2016

