

WALTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of Walton Parish Council held on Monday 12th January 2015 at 7.30pm in Walton Village Hall.

Present: 
Cllrs Jonathan Fowler (Acting Chair), Gordon Kyle, Austen Davies, Simon Wood, Tom Brocklebank and T Alan Armstrong.
In Attendance: 
City Councillor S Bowman.  Parishioners B Hogg, I Bullough and J Davies.
Apologies:
Cllr John Evans.
	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	764/15
	Minutes Of Meeting Held Monday 10th November 2014 

Resolved that the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting be agreed and signed as a true record
	

	
	
	

	765/15
	Requests for Dispensations
No requests had been received.  
	

	
	
	

	766/15
	Declarations of Interest

Cllrs Wood and Davies declared an interest in item 771/05.2.  
	

	
	
	

	767/14


	Public Participation
City Cllr. Bowman reported that he had emailed the Clerk with a picture of a neighbouring parishes recycling signage (this had been passed onto some councillors for comment).  It was suggested by Cllr. Bowman that either the County Council could be approached to provide signage or a graphic design company could make up a custom made sign using similar wording.  Cllr. Brocklebank is to confirm the maximum size of signage the Village Hall Management Committee are to allow and prices will be confirmed from different suppliers for the next meeting. 
There were no comments from members of the public. 
	TB

CLERK

	
	
	

	768/15
	Administrative Matters

768/15.1 Clerks Report
Recycling Signage – as discussed above, prices are still being sought for the recycling signage for the village hall.  The matter will be discussed at the next meeting.

Play Area Matting – the query over whether a replacement piece of matting is required for under the see-saw piece of equipment has been put on hold until the matter of the surfacing for under the noticeboard has reached final agreement.  It was confirmed that the matter is not one of perceived urgency and that the annual safety inspection will be carried out in April.
Asset Transfer – the asset transfer of the two pieces of land in the Village from Cumbria County Council has now been fully completed.  A final invoice is expected in recognition of the outstanding fees in due course.  Investigations continue as to the unregistered piece of land adjacent and the possibility of claiming it as belonging to the parish council.
Bus Services – progress continues to be made in relation to a volunteer bus scheme to operate in the area.  No response was received to the newsletter or Facebook articles regarding the cessation of the scheduled operator service.  

Communication – an article was placed in the newsletter and on Facebook requesting parishioners email addresses so that news could be filtered to them directly as and when required.  No response at all was received.

County Council Budget Consultation – two councillors responded with their answers to the questionnaire and therefore the Clerk submitted a response for the Parish Council.  Councillors are reminded that personal responses can be submitted before 20 January deadline.

Projects – costings for a potential barbeque area on the Green will be discussed at a future meeting.

Trees – works to reduce the height of the lime trees in the village has commenced and will be completed when the weather allows.   
Footpath Signage – Cllr Evans investigated concerns over the footpath signage at the Cambeck bridge and the state of the style at the Derwent Bridge and no action on behalf of the Parish Council is required.

Moor Tidy Up – it is noted that a meeting has been arranged with the Young Farmers to investigate project works to tidy up the Moor.  
768/15.2 Royal Garden Party

Resolved to nominate Councillor Evans to attend the above on 12 May 2015.

	

	769/15
	Village Green and Common Land

769/15.1 Grass Cutting

Following the previous meeting, references had been obtained for contractors B & C according to the anonymous tender documents.  The references for contractor C had been favourable and it was therefore resolved to progress with offering Colvilles Grounds Maintenance the three year contract.  Cllr. Brocklebank expressed concerns following some problems that were had during 2014 with Colvilles however it was stressed that the tender process had been carried out anonymously to ensure fairness and that his tender had been the successful winning bid so to begin to change the process would be difficult. It was acknowledged that Cllr. Brocklebank had touched upon similar concerns at the previous meeting.  However, it was resolved that all problems that were had, had been successfully resolved and a fresh start should be made, with sufficient contractual measures in place to ensure that standards are maintained.
769/15.2 Maintenance in the Moor 

This item was deferred until the next meeting.

769/15.3 Railings on Green adjacent to Church 
Although a price to paint the railings had been obtained it became apparent that a blacksmith/welder would also be required if maintenance works are to be carried out due to some of the posts being bent and some requiring new chain links.  The Clerk will confirm with the painter what his price includes and seek additional quotes for the additional works.  It was confirmed that the Church will be asked for a contribution towards any works that may be carried out if and when appropriate.
769/15.4 Surfacing Under Noticeboard 
A report had been previously circulated regarding placing safa-matting under the noticeboard instead of the previously voted for paving slabs (min. 744/14.1 refers).   After consideration, although councillors did feel the matter was being particularly pedantic, it was resolved to place the required number of safa-matting panels underneath the board.   Cllr. Brocklebank is to confirm the area of the panels needed so that the Clerk can order the matting in due course.  She is also to request that the grass cutting contractors, who have experience in all types of landscaping, provide a price to lay the panels with additional soil and grass seed. 
769/15.5 Notice of Transitional Period for the Amendment to the Registers of Common Land and Village Greens

The above was noted.  The Clerk is to provide a full report for consideration at a future meeting.

	CLERK

TB

CLERK

CLERK

	770/15
	Planning
770/15.1 14/0706 Mill at Walton Mill, Walton Brampton, CA8 2DX, Change Of Use Of Mill And Erection Of Extension To Provide 1No. Dwelling

Noted that the Clerk responded under delegated powers with no representation and permission has been subsequently granted 

770/15.2 14/1076 Brooklands, Walton, Brampton, Cumbria CA8 2DX -  Demolition Of Existing Extensions; Erection Of Single Storey Extensions To Provide Additional Living Accommodation To Front Elevation With Utility Room, Boot/Cloak Room, Toilet And Pantry To Side Elevation; Erection Of Steel Framed Shed
Resolved to respond with no representations.

	

	771/15
	Outside Body Reports
Verbal reports from the following bodies were noted:
771/15.1 Walton Village Hall Management Committee: The following statement was read out: The Village Hall Management Committee would like to thank the volunteers who put up and took down the Christmas tree outside the village hall. Your help was very much appreciated.  Before Christmas the Management Committee arranged ‘crafts with Santa’ which coincided with the switch on of the lights on the tree and was accompanied by mulled wine and mince pies. Thanks to Santa for attending.

They also arranged tea, mulled wine and more mince pies for after the carol service in the church.  A mixture of fundraising events and grants has allowed the purchase of new curtains for the hall.  This year there are several events already planned:

•
A Race night on 28 February

•
A curry night in March

•
An easter event 

•
Summer sports day

These events have been fitted around a new floor that will be fitted and an upgrade of the kitchen.  An offer have been made to someone to operate the tea room out of the Reading Room. The offer was made at the weekend and we are working through the details so more information will follow.
771/15.2 Save Our Pub:  No update was given.  As no discussion took place neither Cllrs. Wood nor Davies left the room.
771/15.3 Broadband Champion:  It was reported that we are still waiting for the cabinet to be switched on.  It was also reported that further funding has been made available allow for more households to receive superfast broadband throughout the County.

	

	772/15
	Financial Matters
772/15.1 Accounts to end November 2014

The summary accounts from 1st April had been previously circulated and were noted.  Cllr Wood completed the reconciliation at the close of the meeting.
772/15.2 Payments 

Resolved to authorise payment of the invoices as listed in the schedule dated 12th January 2015.
772/15.3 Receipts

The following receipts were noted.
· £25 personal donation towards the defibrillator running costs
	

	
	
	

	
	772/15.4 Salary Increase
Resolved to approve the increase in salary for the Clerk of 2.2% effective from 1st January 2015 in line with national salary arrangements.  The monthly standing order at the bank will be signed to update in accordance with this following the meeting.

	

	772/15
	Councillor Matters
Cllr Davies reported that Irthington have established a successful oil buying syndicate and would be happy to extend the area to parishioners in Walton if anyone wishes to join.  Cllr. Davies will pass on the contact details for publication in the newsletter and on the website/Facebook.  
	AD
CLERK

	
	
	

	773/15
	Schedule of Correspondence, Notices and Publications

Items received since the last meeting and not otherwise on the agenda were noted.
	

	
	
	

	774/15
	Date of Next Meeting
Resolved that the next meeting be held on Monday 9th March 2015.  There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.16pm.
	


Signed (Chairman):………………………

9th March 2015

