

WALTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of Walton Parish Council held on Monday 8 September 2014 at 7.30pm in Walton Village Hall.

Present: 
Cllrs John Evans (Chair), Simon Wood, Austen Davies, Jonathan Fowler, Tom Brocklebank, T Alan Armstrong and Alan F Armstrong.
In Attendance: 
City Councillor S Bowman.  Parishioners B Hogg, T Mark, I Bullough, J Davies and B Davidson.
Apologies:
Cllr Gordon Kyle and County Councillor J Mallinson.
	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	740/14
	Minutes Of Meeting Held Monday 14th July 2014 

Resolved that the minutes of the last Parish Council be agreed and signed as a true record
	

	
	
	

	741/14
	Requests for Dispensations
No requests had been received.  
	

	
	
	

	742/14
	Declarations of Interest

Cllr. Evans declared an interest in all matters relating to Walton Village Hall.  Cllr Wood and Cllr Davies both declared an interest in item 747/14.2.
	

	
	
	

	743/14


	Public Participation
City Cllr. Bowman reported that work continued to oppose the spending plans of the current administration at Carlisle City Council.  He also reported that he had grant monies available for suitable community projects.  Thought is to be given to this before the next meeting.
Parishioner Mr B Hogg requested clarification of which school the sports equipment from the Play Area Group was to be donated to.  It was confirmed it was believed that Lees Hill were to be the benefactors although no transfer of asset had yet taken place and the matter would need to be confirmed with the Play Area Group.
	

	
	
	

	744/14
	Administrative Matters

744/14.1 Clerks Report
Integrated Bus Service Provision – Cllr. Davies and the Clerk have attended meetings to discuss community based solutions following the confirmation that Cumbria County Council subsides are to be removed from the service bus route which will mean the inevitable stoppage of the Stagecoach bus.  A discussion was held regarding the possible introduction of Village Wheels (a paid bus service organised by Cumbria County Council) however it was felt that due to the numbers currently using the bus and the survey results of the recent Community Led Plan that this was not a viable option due to low demand.  It was however agreed that the situation should be reviewed a few months after the stoppage of the service bus to see if demand would be sufficient then.  Furthermore, Cllr. Davies is to circulate some information regarding volunteer driver schemes (including payments per mile and insurance payments) and it was agreed to publicise Rural Wheels further when possible.    
Speeding – Further complaints have been received and two potential volunteers to operate a hand-held device have come forward.  To progress this a further two volunteers will be required as people must work in pairs for health and safety reasons and two pairs are necessary to make the training worthwhile.  Cllr. Fowler volunteered and the details of all three are to be forwarded to the police.
Projects – Following the previous meeting where a suggestion was made to consider paving under the noticeboard, investigations were made and it was determined that as the area was Village Green it may open up potential difficulties with the prevention of others laying unauthorised surface materials onto the Green.  It was therefore determined prudent by the Clerk not to pursue the matter. Councillors objected to this decision and confirmed they wished to progress with laying some surfacing.  The illegality of the matter was confirmed to them by both the Chairman and Clerk however an impromptu vote was held and it was decided to lay paving slabs (as opposed to rubber matting).  It is noted that Cllr. Evans voted against laying of any materials.  A price for purchase and laying is to be obtained – the Clerk will confirm which Councillor is prepared to take responsibility for this in due course.
Defibrillator – Signage has been placed on the Village Hall noticeboard providing contact details for the defibrillator and an explanation of the colour of the lights.  Cllr. Evans has also begun weekly defibrillator checks.

Camp-Out and Sports Day – The day was held without incident with a healthy number of local families taking part.  Insurances were arranged independently by the Play Area Group.

744/14.2 Recycling Review

Following complaints received at previous meetings, a report had been circulated to discuss various options to improve the recycling facilities.  A number of alternative options were considered and it was resolved that the most effective method would appear to be to use better signage on the reading room and/or village hall.  The Clerk to write to the Village Hall Management Committee to request permission for the installation of such signage and City Cllr. Bowman to investigate signage options available from the City Council.  An article will also be placed in the next newsletter to better educate parishioners as to the lists of what can and cannot be recycled.  
744/14.3 Audit 

It was noted that the external audit had been successfully completed.  One minor matter had been drawn to the Councils attention – namely that the CTRS grant was included in the precept figure on the audit form.  It was confirmed this was due to the City Council reporting the monies as a total in the last financial year and would not be repeated as the City Council had itemised the receipt correctly this year.  
744/14.4 Complaints Procedure 

A draft complaints procedure had been previously circulated and after brief discussion it was resolved to adopt with immediate effect.   

744/14.5 Bank 

Resolved to authorise the Clerk to be able to make internet payments to a maximum value of £1500 per transaction.
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	745/14
	Village Green and Common Land

745/14.1 Grass Cutting
It was noted that the current contractor had repeated his apologies for the previous problems and had now got back on top of the cutting with three cuts taking place since the last meeting.  The requirement to request tenders for the forthcoming three year grass cutting contract was now due and it was resolved to progress with the issuing of the tender documents.  The County Council procurement system is to be used, if possible, in the first instance.  If this is not feasible then an advert will be placed for one week in the Cumberland News.  Known grass cutters will be notified of this advert.  The details for the tender were confirmed as twelve cuts per year between March and October and the areas currently cut and strimmed are to continue as they are currently with no additional areas to be included.
A suggestion was made by Cllr. Brocklebank to investigate the purchase of a suitable mower and to use volunteers for cutting.  He is to research prices and feed these back to the Clerk for insurance considerations.
745/14.2 Tree Works
Four quotations had been received for works to high risk trees in Village (identified in the recent risk assessment) at prices of £1400 incl. VAT, £1680 plus VAT, £3146 plus VAT and £1400 with no VAT applicable.  After deliberation it was resolved to accept the quotation from the same provider who had undertaken the risk assessment.  This was AGS Tree Services at a price of £1410.  Before progressing the Clerk is to confirm that the price includes the removal of all wood and the clearing of the site.
745/14.3 Volunteer Tree Pruning/Crown Uplifting 

It was noted that the trees had been pruned by volunteers and thanks were noted to them for their work.  The tree pruning for 2015 will be considered in due course.
745/14.4 Car Parking 

The provision of a village car park was once again raised however due to the difficulties with the damaging of the surface of the Village Green it was resolved to defer any further discussions until after the County Council land is transferred.
745/14.5 Asset Transfer 

Following the last meeting the County Council had been notified that there was a tree on the land that needed felled immediately.  No offer to meet the cost of this felling had been made and no concessions to the onerous terms and conditions of transfer were able to be found.  Despite this Councillors resolved to progress with the asset transfer as soon as possible.  
745/14.6 Pathways in Moor 

Cllr. Evans had strimmed the pathways to investigate the state of the sleepers that were placed in the moor some years ago (min. 121/11 refers).  He believed that three or four sleepers were in need of being replaced but would take a further look to confirm.  He will feedback the requirements at the next meeting before a decision is made as to how to have the works carried out.  
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	746/14
	Planning
14/0706 Mill at Walton Mill, Walton Brampton, CA8 2DX, Change Of Use Of Mill And Erection Of Extension To Provide 1No. Dwelling 
Resolved to respond with no representations.   

	

	747/14
	Outside Body Reports
Verbal reports from the following bodies were noted:

747/14.1 Walton Village Hall Management Committee: Cllr. Evans noted that a children’s movie night was being discussed for the October half-term and the annual nativity tea/Christmas tree lighting was to take place.  It was also reported that a meeting was to be held on Friday 12th September at 7pm in the Village Hall to discuss the provision of a sports day/event in 2015.  Volunteers or those wanting further information were invited to attend.  Members of the committee have arranged to meet with the Tea Room to discuss the public concerns voiced at the previous meeting.
747/14.2 Save Our Pub:  No update was given by Cllr. Fowler.  As no discussion was held Cllr. Wood and Cllr. Davies did not leave the room or did not take part in the item.  
747/14.3 Broadband Champion:  Cllr. Brocklebank reported that there was no further progress and the cabinet has still not been switched on.  He informed Councillors that when it does switch on then it will be the householders’ responsibility to negotiate a new contract with their service provider as the upgrade would not just happen automatically.

	

	748/14
	Financial Matters
748/14.1 Accounts to end August 2014

The summary accounts from 1st April had been previously circulated and were noted.  Cllr Wood is to complete the reconciliation at a later date.
748/14.2 Donation

Resolved to donate £200 towards St. Mary’s churchyard grass cutting.
	

	
	
	

	
	748/14.3 Payments 

Resolved to authorise payment of the invoices as listed in the schedule dated 8th September 2014.

748/14.4 Receipts
The receipt of £523 received from Carlisle City Council (Concurrent Services Grant) was noted.

	

	749/14
	Councillor Matters

No matters were raised for discussion.  Items for the next agenda to include Projects, precept setting and bus service provision.  
	

	
	
	

	750/14
	Schedule of Correspondence, Notices and Publications

Items received since the last meeting and not otherwise on the agenda were noted.
	

	
	
	

	751/14
	Date of Next Meeting
Resolved that the next meeting will be held on Monday 10th November 2014 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall, Walton.  
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.52pm.
	


Signed:………………………

Date:………………………..


