

WALTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of Walton Parish Council held on Monday 14 July 2014 at 7.30pm in Walton Village Hall.

Present: 
Cllrs John Evans (Chair), Jonathan Fowler, Gordon Kyle, Tom Brocklebank, T Alan Armstrong and Alan F Armstrong.
In Attendance: 
Parishioners L Wilson, B Hogg, T Mark, M Mark, E Clay, G Clay, I Bullough and M Winter.
Apologies:
Cllrs A Davies and S Wood. City Councillor S Bowman and County Councillor J Mallinson.
	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	728/14
	Minutes Of Meeting Held Monday 12th May 2014 

Resolved that the minutes of the last Parish Council be agreed and signed as a true record
	

	
	
	

	729/14
	Requests for Dispensations
No requests had been received.  
	

	
	
	

	730/14
	Declarations of Interest

Cllr. Evans declared an interest in all matters relating to Walton Village Hall.
	

	
	
	

	


	Public Participation
Mr Bullough outlined three points:

1. Concerns over the grass cutting.  This was to be discussed as an agenda item.
2. Concerns over the opening hours of the tea room.  Although he stressed the current facility was excellent, he expressed unease over the closure at weekends and possible school holidays.  This was to be fedback to the Village Hall Management Committee for possible action.  
3. A view that the Lime Trees they should have been pruned higher during the recent crown uplift.  This was also to be discussed by Councillors as an agenda item.

Mrs Winter described on-going problems at the recycling facility adjacent to the Village Hall.  This was to be placed on a forthcoming agenda for a full discussion about the way forward as the matter was being brought up repeatedly.
	

	
	
	

	732/14
	Administrative Matters

732/14.1 Clerks Report
CPCA/City Council Grant Funding – The Village Hall Management Committee have applied for funding to widen the door to the storage cupboard (H&S issue), replace chipboard floor and faulty window, and install safety glass to the clock cupboard.  Funds of £1955 have been secured from the CPCA funding to do this; the Parish Council contribution towards this is not yet determined.  

Oil Buying Co-operative – further advertising of the scheme was made on facebook and the parish council website.  Although one more household showed interest the scheme is still unviable with the low numbers of interested parties to date.  No further work has yet been carried out regarding the pricing or savings expected.

Recycling Bins – signage has been obtained to be placed onto the recycling bins in an attempt to prevent the wrong types of waste being left.  The situation will continue to be monitored.  It was also confirmed that the glass bins are emptied once per fortnight (Thursday one week, Monday the next time) and that paper, plastics, cans and cardboards are collected weekly although the day of collection varies.  

Village Green Bin – This has been reported by the Clerk and restored to its correct state.

Signage at Solmain – it is confirmed that following the Annual Parish Meeting, the request for signage at the sharp ben at Solmain has been actioned and should be installed after September.

Speeding – Further complaints have been received and a potential volunteer to operate a hand-held device has come forward.  To progress this a further volunteer will be required as people must work in pairs for health and safety reasons.  The Clerk is to follow this up and take any actions necessary.

732/14.2 Projects
Councillors had been asked to consider suitable project ideas and two suggestions were made: firstly to lay some paving in front of the noticeboard on the Village Green (Clerk to investigate) and secondly to undertake maintenance in the woodland moor with particular emphasis on making the pathways better.  Cllr. Evans is to contact Cllr. Wood to discuss matting which may be suitable for the walkways.  A suggestion to continue investment into the refurbishment of the Village Hall was also made.
732/14.3 Defibrillator
A query had been raised as to how the security of the defibrillator was to be maintained.  It was confirmed that the green light on the cabinet indicates that the defibrillator is present and a red light would indicate that the cabinet is empty.  Cllr. Evans volunteered to check the defibrillator weekly and the Fire and Rescue Service are to check it annually.  Cllr. Evans will also place signage on the noticeboard informing parishioners what to do if the red light is shown.  The logistics in having the defibrillator returned to the cabinet after usage were unknown and would need to be considered at that time if appropriate.  It was confirmed the defibrillator is included on the current insurance.
732/14.4 William Howard Year 7 Governance Project

The Clerk had attended the above and noted three pupil’s suggestions, including more regular grass cutting, more bins, more facilities for older and younger parishioners and a shop.  It was noted under this that the City Council are currently conducting a review of litter bins in the district.  The forthcoming play days were also noted and it was confirmed that the Parish Council will support any business willing to open up a shop in the area.
732/14.5 Integrated Bus Service Provision
It was noted that the Cumbria County Council subsidies paid to Stagecoach are to be withdrawn and it would be unlikely that the normal service bus would continue to operate when this happens.  A meeting was to be held between Irthington, Stanwix Rural, Hethersgill and Scaleby Parish Councils to discuss possible community solutions.  Cllr. Davies will attend on behalf of the Parish Council.
732/14.6 Cumbria County Council Asset Transfer
Councillors were informed that the County Council were placing burdensome overage clauses into the agreement to transfer the land.  After discussion it was resolved that the addition of the land outweighed the negative clauses and that the Council should progress with the transfer.
732/14.7 Play Area Group Dissolution and Asset Transfer
Walton Play Area Group had written to the Parish Council outlining their intention to cease as a group and to transfer all remaining assets to either the Parish Council, Village Hall or school.  This was noted and the group are to be written to with thanks for their work over the past few years.
732/14.8 CPCA Meeting 30 June 2014
A written report had been previously circulated and was noted.  
732/14.9 Play Area Inspections
Cllr. Evans outlined that he had attended a training course held to discuss play area inspections and the main relevant points were highlighted.  This included that a weekly safety inspection was to take place with the log records maintained for twenty-one years.  It was confirmed this weekly check was currently being undertaken voluntarily by Mr P Cronin.  
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	733/14
	Village Green and Common Land

733/14.1 Goalposts
Resolved to include the village green goal posts onto the parish council asset register and to include in the insurance schedule for public liability.  
733/14.2 Tidiness in Village

Various concerns were outlined about areas of untidiness in the village.  It was confirmed that as the areas mentioned were on private land it was outwith the parish councils powers to intervene.  Parishioners could however contact Environmental Health if there was a perceived health hazard due to the areas.  The situation will be monitored in case of further deterioration.  
733/14.3 Grass Cutting

It was noted that there had been issues recently with the grass cutting schedule in the village.  Although it was acknowledged that the grass contactor had apologised for the condition of the Green and it was also agreed that the weather conditions had led to exceptional growing conditions, it was however felt necessary that the matter had reached a stage that a written letter to the contractor was essential to outline the concerns of the council and to point out the expected schedule for cutting.  It was therefore resolved that the Clerk would write to CGM outlining the Parish Councils position (Cllrs. Evans, Brocklebank and Fowler to review before sending).  Cllr. T A Armstrong is to monitor the regularity from now on and report back to the next meeting when a discussion about the way forward with the next tender will be held.  
733/14.4 Camp Out and Sports Day

Resolved that permission be granted for the use of the Village Green for a sports day and camp out on Saturday 16th August.  Risk assessments would be required to be held on Parish Council files.  Permission was refused for a camp-fire due to the legalities of holding any fires on registered Village Green.  The Clerk is to write to the Play Area Group and reference the relevant legislation for their benefit.
733/14.5 Lanercost School
A letter of request from the above had been received to hold a Viking day including the building then burning of a boat on the Village Green.  The above issue with camp fires was noted and it was therefore resolved that the Clerk would respond offering full support although the permission to burn the boat could not be granted.  
733/14.6 Tree Risk Assessment
A risk assessment had been provided and distributed to Councillors ahead of the meeting.  After consideration it was resolved to obtain quotations for the works suggested to all trees posing a medium risk or above for consideration at the next Parish Council meeting.  It was also agreed to get quotations for the removal of a maple tree on the County Council land.  
The issue of the height of the crown uplift was also considered as it was noted that the growth was once again at a point requiring pruning although this had only been carried out less than three months ago.  Cllr. A F Armstrong volunteered to co-ordinate a team of parishioners to prune the trees to a height of ten foot.  Cllr. A F Armstrong noted he would need to be responsible for any safety issues and also the production of a written risk assessment to be held on Council files before any works could progress.  The Clerk is to confirm with the insurance that volunteer’s works are acceptable before any action is taken.  Cllr. Evans volunteered to offer assistance with the risk assessment if necessary.
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	734/14
	Planning
734/14.1 14/0238 L/A rear of 1 & 2 Whitehouse, Walton, Brampton, CA8 2DJ - Variation of Condition 2 (Approved Plans) Of Previously Approved Permission 13/0326 – noted that the Clerk had responded under delegated powers with “no representation” and permission was subsequently granted.


	

	735/14
	Outside Body Reports
Verbal reports from the following bodies were noted:

Walton Village Hall Management Committee:  Various grants had been obtained (see above clerks report).  Also noted that a coffee morning had raised over £100.  Various planned activities would be published in the newsletter and noticeboards in due course.  
Save Our Pub:  No official update was available.
Broadband Champion:  It was hoped that the newly installed green cabinet would be made live very shortly although a switch on date was unavailable.  Promotional materials will be available in due course and an article will be placed in the newsletter to promote also.  
Walton Play Area Group:  Please see above re: cessation and camp out.

	TB

	736/14
	Financial Matters
736/14.1 Accounts to end June 2014

The summary accounts from 1st April had been previously circulated and were noted.
	

	
	
	

	
	736/14.2 Receipts
The receipt of the following income was noted:
· £99.05 Electricity North West (Wayleave)

· £2.00 Electricity North West (Wayleave)
736/14.3 Payments

Resolved to authorise payment of the invoices as listed in the schedule dated 14th July 2014.


	

	737/14
	Councillor Matters

Cllr. Brocklebank is to investigate the recycling facility and the reported problems and compose a report outlining any options and solutions for the next meeting.  
The provision of a parish car park will also be discussed at the next meeting.  Cllr. Evans will review the legislation in the meantime and Cllr. Fowler will speak to contacts in Highways for relevant information.
It was also noted that some garden waste had been tipped on Sandysike lonning – Cllr. Armstrong to remove and monitor the situation.  
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	738/14
	Schedule of Correspondence, Notices and Publications

Items received since the last meeting and not otherwise on the agenda were noted.
	

	
	
	

	739/14
	Date of Next Meeting
Resolved that the next meeting will be held on Monday 8th September 2014 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall, Walton.  
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.06pm.
	


Signed:………………………

Date:………………………..


