

WALTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of Walton Parish Council held on Monday 9th September 2013 at 7.30pm in Walton Village Hall.

Present: 
Cllrs Jonathan Fowler (Acting Chairman), Simon Wood, Tom Brocklebank, Austen Davies, Alan F Armstrong and Gordon Kyle.
In Attendance: City Councillor S Bowman, and parishioners Mr F Winter, B Hogg, Mr I Hogg, Mrs M Mark, Mr T Mark, Mr B Davidson, Mrs M Winter and Mrs J Smith.  Also in attendance was Ms J Rimmer from Carlisle City Council. 
Apologies:
Cllrs John Evans and T Alan Armstrong.  County Councillor J Mallinson
	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	612/13
	Minutes Of Meeting Held Monday 8th July 2013 

Resolved that the minutes of the last Parish Council held on 8th July 2013 be agreed and signed as a true record by the Acting Chairman.
	

	
	
	

	613/13
	Requests for Dispensations
No requests had been received.
	

	
	
	

	614/13
	Declarations of Interest

Cllr Wood and Cllr Davies both declared an interest in 629/13 and 631/13. 
	

	
	
	

	615/13
	Education and Enforcement Officer

Ms Rimmer from Carlisle City Council attended the meeting to give a talk on how in her role as Education and Enforcement Officer she can help with the prevention of fly-tipping, littering and dog fouling.  She explained she had spent some time in the village putting cards through letterboxes with her contact details on and commented that there did not appear to be a large problem with dog fouling at present.
Mrs Winter queried what action could be taken against those allowing dog fouling and stated she had taken photographs of the problem in the woodland area (where she believed dogs were not supposed to be taken).  Ms Rimmer suggested she pass on the parishioners name and a polite letter could be sent as a first step in trying to stop the problem.  

Ms Rimmer confirmed that all rural areas are covered by the legislation, unless a land owner has given specific permission to allow the fouling.  She also stressed that where bins are not provided then owners should take the dog waste home with them.  A brief discussion on whether additional bins would be useful was held and she explained that the servicing cost of the bin was generally the obstacle in their provision.  

Ms Rimmer left her email address (janer@carlisle.gov.uk) and asked for any parishioners with a relevant problem to speak to her directly so that she can help where she can.  Ms Rimmer was thanked for attending and left the meeting at this point.
	

	
	
	

	616/13
	Reports From City Councillor
City Councillor Bowman suggested that a litter picking evening would be a useful event to hold.  He confirmed he is able to provide all of the equipment necessary and stated that they have proven to be very popular and successful if neighbouring parishes.  
	

	
	
	

	617/13
	Public Participation

Mrs Winter requested that the previous decision to not have the lime trees pruned be reconsidered (min.598/13 refers).  She stated that she had pruned some herself due to them overgrowing and causing a road safety hazard.  It was agreed to re-visit the item at the next Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	618/13
	Clerks Report 

Planning Meeting – the Clerk attended a meeting held by Carlisle City Council planning department regarding changes to the planning system notifications and some new planning laws.

Traffic Incident on Village Green – No further action has been taken on this matter but the situation continues to be monitored.

Village Hall Boiler – the order for the boiler has been placed and will be fitted in due course.  The Clerk will provide Councillors with an update on Friday 13 September as to the progress with it.

Play Area Funding – following the previous meeting the play area group submitted an application and secured an additional £2000 of funding to promote the play area.  An event is to be held on Friday 6th September and full permission for usage of the Green has been granted.

Rory Stewart Visit – over 20 parishioners attended the Tea Rooms to speak to Rory Stewart MP.  Topics included rural transport, the desired re-opening of a village pub and broadband.  Thanks were given to the Tea Room for opening.  Following the meeting correspondence has been received with regards the rural transport and unfortunately it is not feasible at this time for the bus routes to be amended to incorporate Walton.  Cheryl Cowperthwaite is to liaise with the PC with regards to promoting the Rural Wheels Scheme instead.  Emails have also been exchanged with Rory Stewart regarding the Community Build Scheme for the former Centurion Inn – see below.  Thanks were given to City Councillor Bowman for his help in organising this event.

Community Build Scheme – this was due to be discussed at this Parish Council meeting with regards the registering of the former Centurion Inn however it has since been learned that the Save our Pub Group are pursuing this option and if necessary will be discussed at a future meeting.

Village Green Tracks – the householders who had complained about the state of the tracks have now been written to and the adopted policy published on the noticeboards.
	CLERK



	
	
	

	619/13
	Carlisle City Council Local Plan
The consultation document had been previously circulated amongst all councillors.  Comments were requested to be sent to Councillor Fowler before Monday 16th September so that they could be collated and submitted.
	JF



	
	
	

	620/13
	Publications
Information regarding the Good Councillors Guide and Local Council Review publication had been previously circulated.  After consideration it was resolved not to purchase either document.
	

	
	
	

	621/13
	Rural Information Day
The Clerk informed the Council that Cumbria County Council was to hold a Rural Information Day at Scaleby Village Hall on Monday 14th October between 3.30pm and 7.30pm.  Various providers will be present, such as Trading Standards, Barnardos, and the Planning Department.  A volunteer was requested to attend on behalf of Walton.  Councillor Davies confirmed he would be willing to attend.  The Clerk will pass on further information once she has it.
	AD/

CLERK

	
	
	

	622/13
	Defibrillator
A request had been made by a small group of volunteers for the Council to act as an accountable body for fundraising monies to purchase a defibrillator for the parish.  It was confirmed that no donation request was being made at this point and there was no cost implication at this time for the Council as the request was only to hold the funds on their behalf.  Resolved to act as the accountable body for his project.  It was confirmed that a fundraising charity evening was to be held on Friday 4th October and everyone’s support was requested at it.  It was also confirmed that the logistics of the use of the defibrillator will need confirmed when sufficient funds are raised.
	

	
	
	

	623/13
	Map Board
Resolved to accept a quotation of £30 to restore and re-stain the map board in the village.
	

	
	
	

	624/13
	Play Area Signage
Resolved to accept a quotation of £55.00 plus vat for the purchase of a safety sign for the play area.  The sign is to be placed on one of the picnic benches.
	

	
	
	

	625/13
	Track Adjacent to Church Signage

It was noted that the Clerk had a meeting arranged with Highways to discuss potential signage options on Friday 13 September.  An update will be provided at the November meeting.  It was also noted during this item that the drain that was damaged during the traffic accident (min. 592/13 refers) is continuing to be monitored in cases of heavy rain.
	

	
	
	

	626/13
	Grass cutting near to the church

The Clerk had spoken to the grass cutter and arranged for the area to be strimmed.  No increase in price had been made for the July and August cuts therefore the arrangement is to continue until further notice.  
	 

	
	
	

	627/13
	County Council Land Transfer

The asset transfer of the two pieces of land has been agreed and is in the hands of the solicitor.  Expenditure is likely to be no more than £280 plus costs however if costs are to increase beyond this then the matter will be referred back to a full council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	628/13
	13/0566 – Overdale, Walton, CA8 2DH - Erection Of 1No. Single Storey Dwelling

Resolved to defer this planning application until an additional meeting of the Council on Friday 20 September 2013.  This was to enable further time to consider the access of the application and also to consider a newly received application for an adjacent building.
	

	
	
	

	629/13
	13/0642 - The Centurion Inn, Walton, Brampton, CA8 2DH, Change Of Use From Pub To 1no. Dwelling (Retrospective)

Councillor Davies and Councillor Wood left the meeting for this item only.  Resolved to object to the planning application due to the overwhelming desire in the parish for a public house to be opened.  The objection would be based upon the relevant planning criterion in policy EC13 and the National Planning Policy Framework.  Also to be stated in the objection will be the location of the building on the Hadrian’s Wall path and the evidence from the Walton Community Led Plan for the demand for the pub to re-open. Resolved that the Clerk to submit the objection based on the above grounds.
	CLERK

	
	
	

	630/13
	Report from Representative of Walton Village Hall Management Committee

No report was provided.  
	

	
	
	

	631/13
	Report from Representative of the Save our Pub Group
	

	
	It was noted that a public meeting was to be held on Tuesday 11th September.
	

	
	
	

	632/13
	Report from Representative of Walton Village Hall Social Committee

Mrs Mark was given permission to outline the fundraising events planned until the end of the year.  These will all be published in the parish newsletter.
	

	
	
	

	633/13
	Report from Representative of Walton Play Area Group

It was reported that the planned camping event had been cancelled due to poor weather but will be held in the future.  It was also noted that the play area group hoped to help fund a sports and activity day, possibly on 31st October.  Further information will be released when available.

	

	634/13
	Report from Broadband Champion
Cllr. Brocklebank informed councillors that BT had begun releasing details of the likely superfast coverage and Walton, provisionally, was in line to receive 65% coverage.  This was likely to be those within 1.5km of the green cabinet in the village. Those outside of the village will receive speeds less than that required to classify as “superfast”.  The topic will be discussed more fully at the November meeting when a decision will be made as to whether a community build scheme to improve the speeds for the 35% is necessary.
	

	
	
	

	635/13
	Accounts to end July 2013

Summary accounts had been previously circulated and they were noted.   It was confirmed the purchase of the boiler is not currently shown as it was not budgeted for but will be added in before the next summary is published, as will all known income/expenditure even if it is shown as a nil value.
	

	
	
	

	636/13
	Clerks Salary

Resolved to increase the clerk’s salary from £8.545 to £8.630 per hour back-dated to 1st April.  The Clerk was thanked for her work.
	

	
	
	

	637/13
	Receipts
The following receipts were noted:
· £604 concurrent services grant (Carlisle City Council)
· £200 donation towards boiler (Carlisle City Council)
· £1000 donation towards boiler (Walton Village Hall Social Committee)
	

	
	
	

	638/13
	Payments
Resolved that the following payments be authorised:

· £144.88 salary September (incl. back-payment from 1 April) 2013 (Sarah Kyle) 
· £138.08 salary October 2013 (Sarah Kyle) 
· £300 Grass Cutting July (CGM) 
· £300 Grass Cutting August (CGM)
· £14.00 rental (Walton Village Hall)
· £79.35 newsletter printing (The Croftlands Trust)

It was noted that the Clerk will be paid by cheque payment and a letter cancelling the existing standing order for payment was signed.
	

	
	
	

	639/13
	Councillor Matters
· The erosion of the white lines at Nickies Hill are to be reported to Highways.  
· A blocked drain at Kelwood is also to be reported to Highways
	

	
	
	

	640/13
	Schedule of Correspondence, Notices and Publications

A schedule of correspondence not otherwise mentioned on the agenda was noted.
	

	
	
	

	641/13
	Date Of Next Meeting

An additional meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Friday 20th September.  The next scheduled meeting will take place on Monday 9th September 2013 at 7.30pm.  
	


The meeting closed at 20.54pm.

Signed:………………………

Date:………………………..


